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Dear Student, 

 

It has been determined that it would be reasonable for you to be given the academic adjustment of 

leniency on attendance, or leniency on assignment deadlines. In order to greatly reduce the potential for 

confusion, we are requesting you read and sign this letter of understanding.  

 

 Leniency on attendance means that you have a disability that may require occasional absences 

from your class, which may exceed the professor’s absence policy. 

 

 For each additional absence, you are required to bring medical documentation to the SSD 

office. Please do not bring the documentation to your professor. SSD will contact the professor, 

and verify the absence. 

 

 There are limits to the number of absences a student can have without it affecting their grade. 

This is simply due to the fact that you can only miss a limited amount of class time without 

falling far behind in your studies. Although the absence itself will not be held against you, you 

are still responsible for all coursework missed, and there may be situations where the work 

can not be made up, i.e., group discussion, guest speakers, field trips etc…  

 

 Illness of family members or other personal issues are not covered by this policy. 

  

 Leniency on assignment deadlines means that when medically documented, you will have an 

extra period of time to turn in certain assignments. This is usually one class session, or in the case 

of an online class, 48 hours. 

 

 This generally does not apply to examinations, and other time sensitive assignments, or situations 

where the accommodation infringes on a course's fundamental goals.  

 

For example: If a student was taking a math class where there are daily homework assignments, when 

medically documented, the student would not be penalized for turning in the assignment one session (or 

48 hours in the case of online classes) late. However, it must be noted that there may be situations as 

noted above or where the nature of the class does not allow for extensions. This commonly applies to 

courses where technical standards are a primary goal to the course, or courses where there is a lot of in-

class or real-time discussions.  

 

It is strongly recommended that students fully understand that the flow of work from a course will not 

slow down. It is not uncommon for students to find themselves further behind in their coursework, with 

an increased stress level, due to an ever growing list of assignments due. If you have any questions on this 

or any of your other accommodations please do not hesitate to speak with us.  

 


